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1. Background

1.1. The A429 Task Group presented the task group’s recommendations to Cabinet on 
8th June 2016.  A formal Cabinet response was provided and circulated on 9th 
September 2016.  Cabinet was generally supportive of the recommendations, and 
made a few detailed comments for consideration.  It was noted that the normal 
budget setting cycle and processes would need to be followed where funding is 
required to take forward some of the recommendations.

1.2. This briefing note sets out the recommendations, associated priorities and work 
programme and progress made to date.

2. Recommendation 1 – Support an asset management approach to maintenance 
along the A429 to ensure it is maintained to a suitable standard (including cyclical 
and structural maintenance).

Summary 
of Cabinet 
Response:

Gloucestershire County Council (GCC) uses an asset management 
approach to the maintenance of the highway network which is set out 
in the Transport Asset Management Plan.  This enables the 
maintenance requirement and funding for all road classes to be 
understood and targeted.  Network deterioration occurs on all roads 
over time, and the available funding does not always keep pace with 
the network needs.  Gloucestershire currently has an estimated 
maintenance backlog of £90 million.  However, the road hierarchy of 
the A429 means that it is of strategic importance to the county and the 
priority of the A road network is recognised in the structural 
maintenance funding.  The hierarchy of the road is also reflected in the 
standards for safety included in the Highways Inspection Policy.  
Cyclical and routine maintenance are more dynamic activities as they 
involve responding to developing network and seasonal conditions 
across the whole of the county.  Within this approach the road 
hierarchy is also used to prioritise the available maintenance budgets.  

Work 
Programme 
& Priority:

Officers investigate how to better share information about the cyclical 
maintenance activities and timetable which are taking place across the 
network.  Short term (6-12 months)

Progress 
Update:

Complete - A new page has been included on the GCC website which 
outlines the annual cycle of maintenance activities to supplement the 
existing information, additional information also provided about road 
maintenance activities, and the Find It tool is visible to enable 
customers to view what work is going on across the network.

3. Recommendation 2 - Promote the importance of the A429 to the economic health of 
the vibrant rural community through which it travels; and in the longer term, to seek 
reclassification of the road as a trunk road

Summary 
of Cabinet 
Response:

GCC recognises the importance of the A429 to both the local 
community and the countywide traffic movements.  However, the 
reclassification of the A429 as a trunk road, and hence the 
responsibility passing to Highways England, is considered unlikely 
given the national policy which exists for the trunk road network across 
the country.

Work 
Programme 
& Priority:

Long term

Progress 
Update:

The publication in October of the report “A Major Road Network for 
England” does not include the A429 through Gloucestershire as part of 
the MRN.  This was discussed at LCM on 7th November and it was 
agreed that GCC’s primary road network, including the A429, be put 



forward for inclusion in the MRN.  Strategic Infrastructure team put 
forward comments and concerns on the A429 to report authors in Jan 
2017.  Response from them has been received, thanking for input and 
explaining their rationale for the roads chosen.  They did acknowledge 
that the A429 is an interesting case because of the geographical 
position, whilst not carrying the volume of traffic nor expected 
development levels which would justify it’s inclusion using the criteria 
they’ve selected.  The DfT is now considering how best to develop the 
idea and our comments have been brought to their attention.

Officers and LCM have also considered this aspect in more detail and 
concluded that the likelihood of the A429 being reclassified as a trunk 
road is very low and hence that the County Council should focus its 
attention on what opportunities there are for managing HGV traffic and 
dealing with capacity issues.  The partial review of the Gloucestershire 
LTS in 2018 presents an opportunity to consider the A429 so as to 
emphasise its priority for local communities.  Officers are arranging to 
convene a meeting with neighbouring authorities early in 2018 to try to 
facilitate discussions around HGV traffic in particular.  

4. Recommendation 3 - Investigate traffic monitoring requirements to complete any 
gaps in the current knowledge base, with particular regard to congestion and HGV 
movements, so that the impact of developments and neighbouring authority plans 
can be fully understood

Summary 
of Cabinet 
Response:

GCC already carry out some limited annual monitoring of traffic 
volumes on the A429 but it is recommended that a traffic study could 
be carried out, subject to the budget being identified, to provide an area 
wide baseline of traffic volumes (including HGVs) and congestion.  This 
could also help to provide a baseline for investigating proposals for 
weight limits to manage HGV movements.  

Work 
Programme 
& Priority:

Officers will provide a summary of what data exists, what data gaps 
there are and the costs for carrying out surveys to enable local 
councillors to consider whether to contribute highways local funding to 
carrying these out.  Short term (6-12 months)

Progress 
Update:

Several additional traffic surveys have been carried out and data is 
now held for most of the key sites across the A429 and adjoining lorry 
routes.  Data gaps identified, most notably that for the B4450, have 
been addressed.  This data has been used to inform the recent 
discussions on the proposed lorry ban in Burford, Oxfordshire and the 
potential impact on the Gloucestershire network.  A summary of the 
data held is contained in Appendix A.

5. Recommendation 4 - Explore and maximise funding opportunities from which to 
support improvements and maintenance on the A429

Summary 
of Cabinet 
Response:

The Task Group has recognised that funding opportunities will have to 
be sought and maximised in order to bring some of the proposals 
forward over the short, medium and long term.  This approach is 
supported and noted and every effort will be made to ensure that as 
and when opportunities arise they are utilised.

Work 
Programme 
& Priority:

As and when opportunities arise

Progress 
Update:

Officers have drawn together a list of S106 contributions which are 
available or likely to become due along the A429 corridor in order to 
consider as part of a wider options appraisal for the route and these 
are listed in Appendix B.  It should also be noted that officers have 



already responded to the CDC Local Plan CIL Charging schedule 
concerning improvements needed along the A429.

There is no reference to the A429 in the Preliminary Draft Charging 
Schedule (DCS) or DCS and as such GCC’s response to the charging 
schedules would not refer to the A429.  The draft Regulation123 List is 
the list which the District Council is required to publish, which will not 
be funded through S106 and/or S278 obligations but can be funded by 
CIL.  It currently reflects the following LTP projects (and others).  This 
means that CIL money can be applied to these projects:

South Cotswold Sub Area (Cirencester, Down Ampney, Fairford, 
Lechlade-on-Thames, South Cerney and Tetbury)
 Cirencester – Improvements to A429 Cherry Tree junction
 Fairford – A417 / Whelford Road junction improvements
 Kemble – Junction improvement for A429 / A433
 Kemble – Re-use of old railway line for cycling between Tetbury 

and Kemble
 Tetbury – Improvements to A433 (London Road) / A433 (Long 

Street) / Hampton Street / New Church Street junctions
 Tetbury – Improvements to A433 (Long Street) / A433 (Bath Road) 

/ B4014 (Fox Hill) / Chipping Street junctions

North Cotswolds Sub Area (Blockley, Chipping Campden, 
Mickleton, Moreton-in-Marsh and Willersey)
 Moreton-in-Marsh – Improvement for Fosse Way, Moreton-in-

Marsh
 Moreton-in-Marsh – Widening of roads at junctions, modifications 

of mini-roundabouts to signal-controlled junctions, realignment of 
road markings and improvements to pedestrian facilities at A429 
(Roman Road) / A44 (Oxford Street) and A429 (Roman Road) / 
A44 (Bourton Road) 

6. Recommendation 5 - Further investigate potential options for managing congestion, 
resilience and road safety with a view to having a long term plan of improvements in 
place for the A429.

Summary 
of Cabinet 
Response:

A number of detailed proposals were made relating to how to 
improve road safety.  The Road Safety Partnership (RSP) carries 
out annual monitoring of collision data across the county in order 
to be able to identify trends and particular locations of concern, as 
well as how to prioritise safety improvement budgets.  The RSP is 
also looking to better link with parishes so that future road safety 
messages and education awareness programmes could also be 
cascaded through parish magazines and newsletters.  However, 
on specific locations/issues raised:
 The A429 as a whole is currently ranked 49th in the latest 

ranking of A and B roads.
 The location at Kemble does not appear on the latest hotspot 

analysis in either the lengths or junctions list.  It is also likely 
that the Chesterton Development might change this whole area 
and the recent safety scheme on the bends north of Kemble 
should also continue to make a difference.  The A436 Bourton 
junction also does not appear on the latest hotspot analysis – 
there are 2 injury accidents recorded in the last 3 years.  
Similarly the A40/A429 Northleach roundabout doe



 The A40/A429 Northleach roundabout is currently ranked 104th 
in the list of junction priorities with 3 slight injury collisions in 
the past 3 years.

 At Broadwater Bottom a more detailed analysis has been 
carried out by the RSP and a recommendation to consider the 
addition of a couple of bend warning signs to help highlight the 
corner to approaching traffic has been made.  The use of 
specific signs to inform traffic what the issues are or message 
which suggest behaviour changes are preferred and 
considered more effective than those showing accident 
numbers.

 Whole route treatments for speed limits would need to be 
investigated and more evidence gathered to understand how 
appropriate they might be.  There are long lengths of straight 
carriageway with no junctions along the A429 where it is 
unlikely to be able to meet national guidance for a blanket 
speed limit. 

The Task Group also identified a number of detailed proposals for 
easing congestion including widening the carriageway, building 
overtaking/crawler lanes and addressing known congestion pinch points 
such as those at Stow-in-the-Wold and Moreton-in-Marsh.  It is unclear 
how the funding for these would come forward as the majority would be 
economically unviable for GCC to progress alone but should be 
considered when development opportunities arise.  Similarly, bypasses 
for Moreton-in-Marsh and Stow-on-the-Wold are unlikely to be 
economically viable unless they are realised through development.  In 
addition, the inclusion of a plan to provide a pedestrian footbridge at 
Moreton-in-Marsh over the railway, allowing an improvement to the 
carriageway over the railway, is included in the Local Transport Plan.

Work 
Programme 
& Priority:

It is recommended that officers implement the bend warning sign 
recommendation at Broadwater Bottom within the next 6-12 months 
using safety maintenance funding.  Short term (6-12 months).

It is recommended that officers investigate the feasibility of such 
proposals (including the whole route treatment for speed limits) along 
the A429 over the next 1-2 years.  It is also recommended that an 
options appraisal be undertaken, subject to identifying the budget, for 
addressing congestion at pinch points along the A429 to inform future 
debate and long term planning.  It is proposed that the funding for this 
study is sought in future budget setting cycles. Medium term (1-2 years)

Progress 
Update:

Warning signs at Broadwater Bottom were erected in Jan 2017.

Gloucestershire County Council has commissioned White Young Green 
(WYG) to undertake a multimodal corridor study of the A429/A433 
corridor.  The purpose of this study is to develop a long-term vision for 
the corridor and proposals on how to achieve it. The vision has been 
developed for 2040, almost ten years beyond the end of the Emerging 
Cotswold District Council (CDC) Local Plan period.  The proposed 
measures are aimed at addressing both existing issues and problems 
expected to arise beyond 2031, and ensure that the corridor functions 
safely for all road users and supports the economy.  So far WYG’s work 
has aided GCC’s response to TRO consultations by neighbouring 
authorities, affecting the A429 and provided background information for 
Cotswold District Council’s Housing Infrastructure Bid for funding for the 
Railway Bridge in Moreton-in-Marsh. The report is expected to be 
finalised by April 2018 but the draft conclusions and recommendations 
are outlined in Appendix C.  How these recommendations will be 



addressed shall be considered once the draft report is finalised.

Officers have also begun investigating the proposal for a speed limit 
reduction with road safety colleagues to determine if there is any 
quantifiable benefit to be gained.

We commissioned a report on Stow in July 2017, as a result of this a 
number of changes were made to the signal operation (all four junctions 
were checked).  The area was observed a number of times at different 
times of the day based on some of the comments received.  This 
involved some alterations which have now been undertaken – the clocks 
within the controllers have been adjusted and the introduction of a virtual 
hard wire linking between the junctions, as well as the reinstatement of 
double green stages to improve flow through the junctions.  Since then 
the operation of the junction has been improved significantly.

The introduction of MOVA (smart signalling) has also been examined as 
part of this study and the alterations already made mimic virtually the 
installation of a hard wired MOVA controller.  It is intended to carry out 
some more observations in the Spring to assess whether these 
alterations are still providing the additional benefit, and so that any 
further tweaks can be made before the summer peak period.

7. Recommendation 6 - Support air quality monitoring at key locations, including 
Stow-on-the-Wold and Moreton-in-Marsh

Summary 
of Cabinet 
Response:

The air quality monitoring funding agreed by Council in February related 
to areas with higher levels of vehicle pollution (AQMAs) and was subject 
to match funding from districts. Officers have met District Environmental 
Health Officers and some, including those from the Cotswolds, did not 
consider air quality to be a priority for funding or officer time.  There is an 
AQMA in the Cotswolds near the Air Balloon but nothing in the north 
Cotswolds. Therefore, initially other areas will be prioritised and the 
position with Cotswold District Council will be reviewed over the coming 
year to see whether there is scope to work with a school in Moreton or 
Stow later in the project.

Work 
Programme 
& Priority:

Officers to review position with Cotswold District Council over the coming 
year to see whether there is scope to work with a school in Moreton or 
Stow later in the project.  Medium Term (1-2 years)

Progress 
Update:

Nothing further to report at this time – GCC are focusing AQ monitoring 
on schools in Cheltenham, Gloucester and Tewkesbury, plus a pilot with 
APCOA’s civil enforcement officers patrolling these areas.  With some 
history of work with schools completed, it may be easier to engage with 
other schools later in the academic year.  The Thinktravel Schools 
Engagement Team are currently running to capacity and have exceeded 
their target number of schools.  There is no capacity for them to extend 
to schools in Moreton or Stow.

8. Recommendation 7 - Further consider the public transport and cycle provision on 
the A429, and investigate where improvements can be made

Summary 
of Cabinet 
Response:

Public transport and cycle provision is a key part of Gloucestershire’s 
Local Transport Plan.  In rural areas sustainable travel modes can be 
more difficult to promote and to achieve meaningful infrastructure 
provision.  

Work 
Programme 
& Priority:

Officers investigate the public transport provision (bus and rail) on the 
A429 with a view to considering improvements for the future – primarily 
focused on spurs off the Fosse for cycling and links to stations at 
Kingham and Kemble.  It is also recommended that an options appraisal 



is carried out, subject to the funding being identified, for creating cycling 
provision along the A429.  Medium Term (1-2 years)

Progress 
Update:

Gloucestershire County Council has commissioned White Young Green 
(WYG) to undertake a multimodal corridor study of the A429/A433 
corridor.  The purpose of this study is to develop a long-term vision for 
the corridor and proposals on how to achieve it. The vision has been 
developed for 2040, almost ten years beyond the end of the Emerging 
Cotswold District Council (CDC) Local Plan period.  The proposed 
measures are aimed at addressing both existing issues and problems 
expected to arise beyond 2031, and ensure that the corridor functions 
safely for all road users and supports the economy.  The report is 
expected to be finalised by April 2018 but the draft conclusions and 
recommendations are outlined in Appendix C.  How these 
recommendations will be addressed shall be considered once the draft 
report is finalised.

9. Recommendation 8 - Engage with neighbouring authorities in co-ordinating 
activities from which to progress any long term aspirations relating to traffic 
movements on the A429 and supporting local road network

Summary 
of Cabinet 
Response:

Gloucestershire County Council continues to work closely with 
neighbouring authorities on issues which have mutual impact

Work 
Programme 
& Priority:

Officers and councillors to continue to hold regular (at least annual) 
liaison with neighbouring counterparts to ensure that there is early 
discussion about proposals which might affect both authorities.  Short 
Term/Ongoing (6-12 months)

Progress 
Update:

A report was provided to LCM in April 2017 regarding any known TRO 
proposals by neighbouring authorities which might have a bearing on 
Gloucestershire’s network.  At this time there were proposals for Burford 
town centre, Chipping Norton, B4222 nr Kilcot and Mickleton.  The most 
advanced of these were proposals for a weight restriction in Burford 
town centre which had potential to route HGV traffic through 
Gloucestershire including on the A429.  Gloucestershire County Council 
formally objected to the proposals and a decision by Oxfordshire County 
Council was made on 12th October 2017 to defer work on the 
implementation to allow further work to be carried out on the impacts.  
Officers are continuing to work closely with Oxfordshire over this matter.  
Going forward it is intended to provide a regular update to LCM on these 
types of proposals.



Appendix A – Key traffic/HGV data held for A429 Gloucestershire

This table shows the directional Average Daily Total (ADT) for September 2016, together with 
the HGV percentage (%).

Site
No.

Road
No. Location Two Way Northbound/ 

Eastbound
Southbound/ 
Westbound

ADT HGV % ADT HGV % ADT HGV %
7001 A44 Troopers Lodge, Bourton-on-the-Hill 9024 8.7% 4552 8.6 4472 8.9
10424 A429 Stratford Road, Moreton-in-Marsh 10394 8.3% 5320 8.3 5074 8.3
8001 A44 West, Moreton-in-Marsh 6377 10.4% 3250 10.5 3128 10.3
8000 A44 East, Moreton-in-Marsh 7274 9.6% 3614 9.3 3660 9.9
8003 A429 South, Moreton-in-Marsh 11908 -% 6045 - 5863 -
10422 A424 Evesham Road, Longborough 4867 6.9% 2477 6.7 2390 7
10423 A429 Station Rd., South Stow-on-the-Wold 19999 5.6% 10195 6.4 9804 4.8
8004 A436 Martins Hill, Stow-on-the-Wold 7401 3.4% 3743 3.4 3657 3.4
10421 A424 Fosseway Junct., Stow-on-the-Wold 7234 7.3% 3579 7.2 3655 7.3
7007 A429 Fosse Manor, S of Stow 13584 5.8% 7048 6 6536 5.6
7008 A429 North of Northleach 9130 11.1% 4625 11.4 4505 10.7
6008 A429 Dillies Farm, N of Cirencester 8482 9.3% 4218 8.6 4264 9.9
6009 A429 Burford Road, Cirencester 15300 - 7762 - 7539 `
6020 A429 Burford Road, W of Ciren. Bypass 15432 3.9% 7050 4.1 8382 3.8
6010 A429 Watermoor Road, Cirencester 34482 - 17866 - 16616 -
6011 A429 West of Chesterton Lane, Cirencester 28797 - 14268 - 14529 -
6012 A429 Royal Agricultural College, Ciren. 14768 9.3% 7331 9.4 7437 9.3
7001 A44 Troopers Lodge, Bourton-on-the-Hill 9024 8.7% 4552 8.6 4472 8.9
10519 B4450 Martins Hill to Stow Road Junction 1460 5.5% 741 5.3 718 5.7

These plans show the directional 24 hour 7 day average daily traffic flows for September 2016 
(rounded to nearest 50) and the percentage (%) of HGVs.





How does traffic & HGV's in Gloucestershire compare with national averages

Nationally 93.1 billion vehicle miles were travelled on rural ‘A’ roads to September 2016 and of 
these 6.1 billion vehicle miles were carried out by HGVs, giving the proportion of HGVs as 
6.6% of billion vehicle miles travelled.
Along the A429 the percentage of HGVs during September 2016 ranges from 3.4% at Stow-
on-the-Wold (ATC 8004) to 11.1% North of Northleach (ATC 7008).

Long term trends

Over the last 20 years, traffic has increased at varying rates across vehicle types. All motor 
vehicles have increased by 17.4%, and of this there has been an increase in car traffic by 
12%, van traffic by 70% and HGV traffic by 5.5%.  On rural A roads such as the A429 over the 
last year national traffic monitoring has shown increases in car traffic by 2.6%, van traffic by 
4.4% and HGV traffic by 2.7%.  (Source: Department for Transport Provisional Road Traffic 
Estimates Great Britain: October 2015 - September 2016, 10 Nov 2016).



Appendix B - S106 Funds associated with length of A429 Fosse Way 
through Gloucestershire

Fire College, Moreton in Marsh (09/04440)
No Scheme £K  Notes

O30041001 Transport Strategy 16 Complete

2469 A44/A429 Roundabouts Phase 1 25
Complete (any GCC funds 
returned to the programme)

2484 A44/A429 Roundabouts Phase 2 35 Complete + GCC £15k
2261.1 Cycle Route from development to station
2261.2 Footway to bus stop
2261.3 Bus Shelter at development
2261.4 RTPI near Railway Station
2261.5 Bus Shelter near Railway Station

2261.6
Contribution to new waiting room at 
railway station

200 Significantly complete

Cotswold Friends Community Bus Service 30  Complete
 TOTAL 306  

Fire College, Moreton in Marsh (14/01483)
No Scheme £K  Notes

Removal of footway on railway bridge 30
VAS sign at bridge 70

2261.1 Cycle Route from development to station
2261.2 Footway to bus stop
2261.3 Bus Shelter at development
2261.4 RTPI near Railway Station
2261.5 Bus Shelter near Railway Station

2261.6
Contribution to new waiting room at 
railway station

38 Significantly complete

Bus services 32  
 TOTAL 170  

Todenham Road, Moreton in Marsh (14/00948)
No Scheme £K  Notes

2484 A44/A429 Roundabouts Phase 2 3 Complete
2261.1 Cycle Route from development to station
2261.2 Footway to bus stop
2261.3 Bus Shelter at development
2261.4 RTPI near Railway Station
2261.5 Bus Shelter near Railway Station

2261.6
Contribution to new waiting room at 
railway station

29 Significantly complete

 TOTAL 32  



Appendix C – Multimodal corridor study – Draft conclusions and 
recommendations

WYG has been commissioned by Gloucestershire County Council (GCC) to carry out a 
multimodal corridor study of the A429/A433 corridor.  The purpose of this study is to develop a 
long-term vision for the corridor and proposals on how to achieve it. The vision has been 
developed for 2040, almost ten years beyond the end of the Emerging Cotswold District 
Council (CDC) Local Plan period.

The proposed measures are aimed at addressing both existing issues and problems expected 
to arise beyond 2031, and ensure that the corridor functions safely for all road users and 
supports the economy. 

Recommendation 5 - Further investigate potential options for managing congestion, 
resilience and road safety with a view to having a long term plan of improvements in 
place for the A429

A summary of the key conclusions include:

 Vehicle flows vary significantly along the corridor with flows on the A429 are higher than 
on the A433.  Peak morning flows occur between 07:00 and 09:00, and evening peak 
between 16:00 and 18:00.  Friday is the day with the highest flows.

 The locations with the longest sections of low speeds observed were Moreton-in-Marsh, 
Stow-on-the-Wold, the approaches to the Cherrytree Lane, Burford Road in Cirencester 
and Tetbury.  PM peak journey times are generally longer than AM.  

 There is no clear pattern of seasonal variation. Tetbury is the location where the biggest 
seasonal variation was observed, indicating that tourist movements during the summer 
months significantly exacerbate traffic conditions during the weekend.

 Despite weight restrictions being in place for minor routes, they are difficult to enforce, 
especially since they are often directed to use them by satellite navigation systems.  HGV 
routing issues are also present in Oxfordshire.  The proposed weight restriction in Burford 
would impact Stow-on-the-Wold and the proposed weight restriction in Chipping Norton 
would severely impact Stow-on-the-Wold, and potentially Moreton-in-Marsh.

 Speeding issues have been identified North of Moreton-in-Marsh, North of Cirencester 
(Burford Road) and North of Tetbury.  The speeding along the A433 between Cirencester 
and Tetbury is considered the most concerning, in conjunction with the road safety 
analysis.

 The A429 and A433 are not among the GCC roads with the highest collision rates with 
trends observed are generally in line with national trends. Five collision hotspots have 
been identified along the corridor.  Four of the five hotspots are in or near town and village 
centres (Moreton-in-Marsh, Stow-on-the-Wold, Bourton-on-the-Water, and Tetbury). The 
location of the fifth hotspot is the A433 between Cotswold Airport and Tetbury which is 
mainly non built-up and winding.

 There are higher collision rates observed on the A433, especially for slight and serious 
collisions.  The majority of collisions were observed between the A429/ A433 junction and 
Tetbury, this section is mainly non built-up, and winding between Cotswold Airport and 
Tetbury.



 Following the full build out of the Cotswold Local Plan including its supporting transport 
strategy post 2031 pinch points have been identified where junctions will be operating at or 
near capacity at Moreton-in-Marsh and Tetbury.  Stow-on-the-Wold will also be impacted 
subject to Oxfordshire’s proposed weight restrictions at Burford and Chipping Campden.

A summary of the key recommendations where action is required:

The preferred role of the corridor needs to be more clearly established. It serves many 
functions and some of these conflict with each other. The route is intended to focus on the 
local economy and communities but it also serves an important long-distance traffic and HGV 
function. This is not compatible with the creation of attractive town centres that people want to 
visit. 

 Agree strategic role of the A429/A433 corridor in terms of through traffic and HGVs

 Carry out origin/destination traffic surveys 

 Carry out a parking study in the towns to identify capacity and congestion issues and 
manage Light Goods Vehicles in town centre

 Work with Oxfordshire County Council to consider the role of the corridor for freight 
transport, improve the information provided about restrictions and routes and enforce the 
weight restrictions

 Carry out detailed accident investigations and provide additional signs, awareness 
campaigns, enforcement and monitoring to reduce accidents 

 Ensure delivery of the proposed junction capacity improvements contained in the Cotswold 
District Highway Capacity Assessment and the Chesterton development

 Commission a study to identify the cost / benefit of potential major capacity increases

How these recommendations will be addressed shall be considered once the draft report is 
finalised.

Recommendation 7 - Further consider the public transport and cycle provision on the 
A429, and investigate where improvements can be made

A summary of the key conclusions include:

 Walking and cycling infrastructure is largely limited to town centres along the corridor. 
 Walking infrastructure is considered to be at a good level, but cycling infrastructure is poor.
 Cycling along the A429 / A433 corridor or in town centres is unpleasant and unsafe.
 Walking and Cycling infrastructure requirements will be picked up through the County 

Council’s local Walking and Cycling Infrastructure Plans (LCWIP).

Current conditions at the market towns along the corridor do not encourage cycling as a mode 
of transport for residents and visitors. Existing congestion, noise, and air pollution levels make 
cycling feel unsafe and unpleasant, especially for inexperienced users. A lack of appropriate 
road width for safe and pleasant cycling is common among Moreton-in-Marsh, Stow-on-the-
Wold and Tetbury, and is often exacerbated by on street parking. 

The study does not propose cycle lanes or paths along the A429 carriageway because of its 
restricted width, the speed of general traffic and presence of HGVs. To provide cycle lanes 
along the A429 would require widening on long lengths of road and this is not considered to 
be a cost-effective use of funds for a low number of cyclists.  It is suggested that, as a short 



and medium term solution, existing footpaths or recreational routes are upgraded and their 
connectivity is improved so that they can be used more widely.  This proposal will be 
considered as part of the County Council’s LCWIP process.  This will be delivered in three 
phases informed by outputs from the Department for Transport’s Propensity to Cycle 
Modelling Tool.  Due to the low levels of cycling recorded in the Cotswold area, the Cotswold 
LCWIP will be delivered as part of the phase 3 work which is likely to commence post 2019.

In terms of bus infrastructure and local information provision, no specific public transport 
infrastructure issues have been identified.  In broad terms, public transport is likely to remain 
used by a limited number of people but this number could increase if improvements are made.

Given the rural nature of the area, it is not likely that major changes in travel behaviour will be 
forthcoming in the short or even medium term.  In the long term it may be necessary to 
provide an alternative route for through traffic, recognising that highway capacity schemes 
have significant funding, planning and environmental challenges to overcome before they 
could be implemented.

A summary of the key recommendations where action is required:

 Improve pedestrian, cycle and equestrian crossings and other facilities in the appropriate 
locations 

 Create new and improved cycle routes between the towns and local transport hubs

 Improve public transport with new services, bus links to stations, bikes on buses, bus 
stops and station improvements

 Moreton-on-Marsh railway bridge improvements

How these recommendations will be addressed shall be considered once the draft report is 
finalised.


